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Crowds out in force for
rallying’s big weekend

By Phil James
lep.sport@lep.co.uk
@LEPonline

The weekend weather
brought thousands of fans to
Garstang and the surround-
ing area for the Legend Fires
North West Stages Rally in
partnership with Simpson’s
Skodaand ND Civilsasclosed-
road motorsport returned to
the Lancashire lanes.

Therallyraisesthousands
of pounds for charitable caus-
es is the biggest event of its
kind in the North West.

Spectators filled
Garstang’s High Street on Fri-
day evening for the ceremo-
nial start.

The High Street was
packed with fans again on
Saturday evening to see 2019
European Rally Champion
Chris Ingram and co-driver
Craig Drew spray the cham-
pagnehaving takenvictoryin
their Skoda Fabia Rally2.

Whilst their victory was
widely predicted it wasn’t
without incident. A hig h
-speed spinonthe LongKnots
stage near Chipping ended
with the Skoda nose diving
into ahedge.

Earlier in the day a num-
ber of incidents occurred on
thefirst Nicky Nook stage, the
most notable involving the
VW Polo of Jason Pritchard
and Phil Clarke.

By the finish Ingram had
a52second lead over the sec-
ond placed Ford Fiesta Rally2
of Scots duo Paul McKinnon
and Paul Beaton while Ley-
land’s Mark Kelly and co-
driver Neil Colman from
Darlington finished third in
their FiestaR5.

Hambleton duo Simon
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Legend Fires North West Stages Rally winners Chris Ingram (right) and Craig Drew (photos: Phil James/Quentin James)

Bowen and Richard Robinson
claimed the bragging rights
amongst the strong contin-
gent of Blackpool South Shore
Motor Club members who
contested the event.

They brought their Ford

Fiesta S2000T home sixth,
three places ahead ofthe VW
Polo GTiR5o0f John Stoneand
Tom Woodburn. Fleetwood’s
Mark Holmes and Craig Sim-
kiss finished 13th in their Fi-
esta S2000two places ahead

of Pilling’s Neil Wearden and
co-driver Mark Fisher who
took the top Class C Award in
their Hyundaii2oF2. Another
Hambleton crew, Paul Mur-
ro and Callum Cross finished
19thin a FiestaRs5.

Blackpool’s Benson broth-
ers, Dave and Steve won the
second in Class B Awards in
their Honda Civicbutitdidn’t
endwellforallthe Fylde Coast
entrants.

Thornton’s Adrian Atkin-

son and co-driver Dave Riley
from Blackpool were forced to
retire their Mitsubishi Lanc-
er Evo6 and an ignition issue
halted the Ford Escort Mk1
of Lytham St Annes duo Roy
Wadsley and Steve Wilson.

Old Trafford clubs join forces to promote women’s sport

Lancashire Cricket and Man-
chester United have joined
forces to highlight their con-
tinued commitment tochang-
ing perceptionsand attitudes
towards women in sport.

The Thunder squad, who
have returned from a tour to
Dubai-afirst undertaken by
any first-class county — were
at Old Trafford last Sunday for
Manchester United Women’s
Super League fixture against
Everton.

Later in the summer, the
Manchester United Women’s
squad will return the favour
and support Thunder in a
T20 double header at Emir-
ates Old Trafford when they
take on Southern Vipers on
Wednesday, June1.

Both clubs will work to-
gether throughout the sum-
mer to encourage women’s
sport and to push the bound-
aries toimprove the environ-
ment for our players, whilst

also providing a platform to
inspirethenextgenerationto
take up sport.

Wicketkeeper Ellie Threl-
keld, who captained the
Thunder squad during the
recent pre-season tour, said:
“It's amazing news that Lan-
cashire Cricket and Man-
chester United have teamed
up to promote women’s sport
and to challenge the stereo-
typesthat existinfootballand
cricket - both on and off the

pitch.

“We look forward to wel-
coming them (United) at
Emirates Old Trafford in
June. Hopefully we’ll put a
show on in front of what we
are hoping will be a good
crowd.”

Katie Zelem, Manches-
ter United Women'’s captain,
added: “We are delighted to
be teaming up with our peers
down the road at Lancashire
Cricket to work together to

celebrate women’s sport in
Manchester.

“It is so important that
we maximise opportunities
like this to continue to devel-
op women’s sport and work
collaboratively in our city to
inspire a new generation of
supporters and athletes.”

Mark Chilton, Lanca-
shire’s director of cricket
performance, commented:
“This a great opportunity to
showcase women’s sport and

it'sbrilliant that two sporting
institutions such as Lanca-
shire Cricketand Manchester
United are working together
on this.

“Here at Lancashire
Cricket, we are committed to
growingthewomen’sgameas
much as possible and giving
our professional and pathway
players the same opportuni-
ties as our men’s squads — as
shown by ourjoint pre-season
Dubai tour recently.”
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